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Energy Services is pleased to present the 2018 Annual Water Quality Report (Consumer Confidence Report) to provide details about 
where OSU water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. This report is a snapshot 
of last calendar year’s water quality. We are committed to providing this information because informed customers are our best allies. 
 
Where does my water come from? 

OSU Stillwater is supplied potable water by the OSU Water Treatment Plant located west of campus at 226 South Pioneer.  The Plant’s 
raw water source is Lake Carl Blackwell, located approximately 6 miles west of Stillwater. Throughout 2018 the Water Treatment Plant 
supplied approximately 417 million gallons of drinking water to the campus. 

The OSU Water Treatment Plant routinely monitors for numerous constituents in the drinking water according to Federal and State 
laws.  We also participate in USEPA efforts to continually research methods to improve the effectiveness of water treatment and delivery. 
 
For questions about this report or other information about the OSU Water Treatment Plant, call Freddy Pitts, OSU Water Treatment 
Plant Superintendent at (405) 744-4262. 
 
The sources of all drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells.  
As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, 
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or human activity. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in 
water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits to contaminants in bottled water.  All drinking water, 
including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.   
 
Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 

• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 

• Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, 
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming. 

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and 
residential uses. 

• Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 

• Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 
 
Important Health Information:  Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, 
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk for infections.  These 
people should seek advice from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium, information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800)-426-4791. 
 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your 
water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for 
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing 
methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
 
While no detectable lead levels were found in OSU’s water, we encourage users that are concerned, or meet the at-risk profile, to use the above guidelines to 
minimize any possible lead exposure. 
 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead
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$GGLWLRQDO�5HTXLUHG�+HDOWK�(IIHFWV�/DQJXDJH�

7XUELGLW\�KDV�QR�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV���+RZHYHU��WXUELGLW\�FDQ�LQWHUIHUH�ZLWK�GLVLQIHFWLRQ�DQG�SURYLGH�D�PHGLXP�IRU�PLFURELDO�JURZWK���7XUELGLW\�PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�
GLVHDVH�FDXVLQJ�RUJDQLVPV���7KHVH�RUJDQLVPV�LQFOXGH�EDFWHULD��YLUXVHV��DQG�SDUDVLWHV�WKDW�FDQ�FDXVH�V\PSWRPV�VXFK�DV�QDXVHD��FUDPSV��GLDUUKHD�DQG�DVVRFLDWHG�
KHDGDFKHV�

7RWDO�RUJDQLF�FDUERQ��72&��KDV�QR�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV���+RZHYHU��WRWDO�RUJDQLF�FDUERQ�SURYLGHV�D�PHGLXP�IRU�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�GLVLQIHFWLRQ�E\SURGXFWV���7KHVH�E\SURGXFWV�
LQFOXGH�WULKDORPHWKDQHV��7+0V��DQG�KDORDFHWLF�DFLGV��+$$V����'ULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKHVH�E\SURGXFWV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�WKH�0&/�PD\�OHDG�WR�DGYHUVH�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV��
OLYHU�RU�NLGQH\�SUREOHPV��RU�QHUYRXV�V\VWHP�HIIHFWV��DQG�PD\�OHDG�WR�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�JHWWLQJ�FDQFHU��

6RPH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GULQN�ZDWHU�FRQWDLQLQJ�WULKDORPHWKDQHV�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�WKH�0&/�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�PD\�H[SHULHQFH�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�WKHLU�OLYHU��NLGQH\V��RU�FHQWUDO�QHUYRXV�
V\VWHPV��DQG�PD\�KDYH�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ULVN�RI�JHWWLQJ�FDQFHU��

&ROLIRUPV�DUH�EDFWHULD�WKDW�DUH�QDWXUDOO\�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�DUH�XVHG�DV�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�WKDW�RWKHU��SRWHQWLDOO\�KDUPIXO��EDFWHULD�PD\�EH�SUHVHQW���&ROLIRUPV�
ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�PRUH�VDPSOHV�WKDQ�DOORZHG�DQG�WKLV�ZDV�D�ZDUQLQJ�RI�SRWHQWLDO�SUREOHPV�

7KHUH�DUH�QR�DGGLWLRQDO�UHTXLUHG�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV�YLRODWLRQ�QRWLFHV�




